THE ENGLISH RENAISSANCE

one of which is imperfect. It was the first complete English Bible
to be printed. Another complete English Bible based on Cover-
dale's and Tyndale's was published by John Rogers in 1537.
It was attributed on the title page to a person called "Thomas
Matthew", apparently a fictitious name, and, hence was known as
"Matthew's Bible". It was on the basis of this tr. that the famous
"Great Bible" of 1539 was compiled by Coverdale under the
patronage of Thomas CromwelL Coverdale was also the editor of
Cranmer's "Great Bible" of 1541, which became the official ver-
sion, and was placed in the churches (see p. 313). Coverdale
also ed. a rev. version of the New Testament in Latin and English,
which was pub. in 1538. His version of 1535 is rptd. in Bagster's
English Hexapla (1841). His tr. of the Psalms was included in the
Prayer Books of Edward VI, and has been retained as the c'Prayer
Book version" ever since. Coverdale's other works include theo-
logical writings mostly tr. from the German. A shorte Recapitulation
of Erasmus's Enchiridion and Goostly Psalmes and Spirituall Songs
drawne out of Holy Scripture, pub. in an undated 4to, one copy of
which survives at Queen's College, Oxford. The Goostly Psalmes
(which are tr. from German Hymn Books) are interesting examples
of early English Protestant hymnology. They are discussed by C.
H. Herford in his Studies in the Literary Relations between England
and Germany in the Sixteenth Century. Coverdale's Works and Remains
were ed. G. Pearson for the Parker Society, (1842-6).

Life.

Memorials of Myles Coverdale with Dyvers Matters relating to the
Promulgation of the Byble in the Reign of Henry VIII was pub. in 1838.
It includes a bibliography. The Parker Society's ed. includes a
biographical sketch, and there is a Life by H. R. Tedder in the
D.N.B.

THOMAS CRANMER, ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY (1489-
1566)

Works.

Cranmer's English Works (apart from his share in the Prayer
Books of Edward VI) include his so-called Catechism (a tr. from the
Latin of Justus Jonas) entitled A shorte Instruction into the Christian
Religion for the Synguler commoditie and profit ofchildre andyong people,
prefaces to the English Bible, and the Book of Common Prayer,
the first Book of Homilies of 1547, an answer to the Devonshire
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